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Overview

How much power does a 5G station use?

The power consumption of a single 5G station is 2.5 to 3.5 times higher than
that of a single 4G station. The main factor behind this increase in 5G power
consumption is the high power usage of the active antenna unit (AAU). Under
a full workload, a single station uses nearly 3700W. 

Why are 5G base stations being powered off every day?

Selected 5G base stations in China are being powered off every day from
21:00 to next day 9:00 to reduce energy consumption and lower electricity
bills. 5G base stations are truly large consumers of energy such that electricity
bills have become one of the biggest costs for 5G network operators. 

Can photovoltaic energy storage system reduce 5G energy consumption?

It also provides a way to solve the problem of 5G energy consumption. This
paper puts forward a scheme to install photovoltaic energy storage system for
5G base station to reduce the power supply cost of the base station, compares
it with the energy consumption cost of 5G base station in different situations,
and analyzes the economy of the scheme. 

Is 5G more energy efficient than 4G?

Although the absolute value of the power consumption of 5G base stations is
increasing, their energy efficiency ratio is much lower than that of 4G stations.
In other words, with the same power consumption, the network capacity of 5G
will be as dozens of times larger than 4G, so the power consumption per bit is
sharply reduced. 

What is a 5G base station?

A 5G base station is mainly composed of the baseband unit (BBU) and the AAU
— in 4G terms, the AAU is the remote radio unit (RRU) plus antenna. The role
of the BBU is to handle baseband digital signal processing, while the AAU
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converts the baseband digital signal into an analog signal, and then
modulates it into a high-frequency radio signal. 

How much electricity will a 5G base station save a year?

The current 200,000 base stations can save 1.2 billion annually. By the end of
this year, 1 million 5G base stations will be built, saving 6 billion in a year. If
there are more than 2 million base stations, 12 billion electricity can be saved
a year, which is equivalent to China Unicom’s total profit in one year.
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Is 5G a waste of electricity?
Experts say it's complicated

Nov 16, 2022 · A 5G base station
consumes "four times more electricity"
than its 4G counterpart, said Ding Haiyu,
head of wireless and terminals at the
China Mobile Research Institute, during
...

  

Optimization Control Strategy
for Base Stations Based on ...

Mar 31, 2024 · With the maturity and
large-scale deployment of 5G
technology, the proportion of energy
consumption of base stations in the
smart grid is increasing, and there is an
urgent ...

  

Huawei iSitePower Intelligent
Peak Staggering Practice at ...

Jan 7, 2025 · After 5G is deployed, the
power consumption and number of base
stations increase significantly, and so
does the carrier operational expenditure
(OPEX). China Tower Zhejiang ...
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Energy-Efficient Base Station
Deployment in Heterogeneous
Communication  

Aug 23, 2019 · With the advent of the 5G
era, mobile users have higher
requirements for network performance,
and the expansion of network coverage
has become an inevitable trend. ...

  

The business model of 5G base
station energy storage ...

Sep 2, 2023 · In terms of 5G energy
storage participation in key technologies
for grid regulation, literature [4]
introduces destructive digital energy
storage (DES) technology and studies its
...

  

What Is a Base Station?
Exploring the Core of 5G
Networks ...

Aug 19, 2025 · Base stations are the
core of mobile communication, and with
the rise of 5G, thermal and energy
challenges are increasing. This article
explains the definition, structure, ...

  

Strategy of 5G Base Station
Energy Storage Participating
...
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Oct 3, 2023 · The energy storage of base
station has the potential to promote
frequency stability as the construction of
the 5G base station accelerates. This
paper proposes a control strategy ...
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