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Operators are overwhelmed by
the electricity costs of 5G base

stations
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Overview

Why are 5G base stations being powered off every day?

Selected 5G base stations in China are being powered off every day from
21:00 to next day 9:00 to reduce energy consumption and lower electricity
bills. 5G base stations are truly large consumers of energy such that electricity
bills have become one of the biggest costs for 5G network operators. 

How much power does a 5G station use?

The power consumption of a single 5G station is 2.5 to 3.5 times higher than
that of a single 4G station. The main factor behind this increase in 5G power
consumption is the high power usage of the active antenna unit (AAU). Under
a full workload, a single station uses nearly 3700W. 

How will 5G affect the energy consumption of mobile operators?

Edge compute facilities needed to support local processing and new internet
of things (IoT) services will also add to overall network power usage. Exact
estimates differ by source, but MTN says the industry consensus is that 5G will
double to triple energy consumption for mobile operators, once networks
scale. 

Is 5G more energy efficient than 4G?

Although the absolute value of the power consumption of 5G base stations is
increasing, their energy efficiency ratio is much lower than that of 4G stations.
In other words, with the same power consumption, the network capacity of 5G
will be as dozens of times larger than 4G, so the power consumption per bit is
sharply reduced. 

How much electricity will a 5G base station save a year?

The current 200,000 base stations can save 1.2 billion annually. By the end of
this year, 1 million 5G base stations will be built, saving 6 billion in a year. If
there are more than 2 million base stations, 12 billion electricity can be saved
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a year, which is equivalent to China Unicom’s total profit in one year. 

Can 5G power slash site retrofitting costs?

In 2019, the 5G Power solution won ITU's Global Industry Award for
Sustainable Impact. For operators, it provides a replicable power solution that
can slash site retrofitting costs. 5G Power is based on intelligent technologies
like peak shaving, voltage boosting, and energy storage.

Powered by SolarInnovate Energy Solutions



Page 4/6

Operators are overwhelmed by the electricity costs of 5G base stations

  

The carbon footprint response
to projected base stations of
China's 5G  

Apr 20, 2023 · We decomposed the CO 2
footprint of China's 5G networks and
assessed the contribution of the number
of 5G base stations and mobile data
traffic to 5G-induced CO 2 ...

  

Optimization Control Strategy
for Base Stations Based on ...

Mar 31, 2024 · With the maturity and
large-scale deployment of 5G
technology, the proportion of energy
consumption of base stations in the
smart grid is increasing, and there is an
urgent ...

  

Coordinated operation of the
integrated electricity-water
distribution  

Jan 1, 2022 · To deal with the heavy
operational expenditures of the fifth-
generation (5G) telecom service
providers (TSPs), powering 5G base
stations (BSs) with renewable energy
(RE) and ...
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Optimal capacity planning and
operation of shared energy ...

May 1, 2023 · A bi-level optimization
problem is formulated to minimize the
capacity planning and operation cost of
shared energy storage system and the
operation cost of large-scale 5G base ...

  

Cutting Costs: Practical Ways
to Reduce the Cost of
Operating a 5G ...

Feb 4, 2025 · In an era where technology
is advancing at breakneck speed, the
cost of operating a 5G network can be a
significant concern for many businesses.
With the promise of faster ...

  

Is 5G a waste of electricity?
Experts say it's complicated

Nov 16, 2022 · As 5G developers look
desperately for a "killer app" to prove
the usefulness of the superfast wireless
technology, mobile carriers in China are
complaining about the high energy ...

Contact Us

For catalog requests, pricing, or partnerships, please visit:
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