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Overview

What is a 5G base station?

A 5G base station is mainly composed of the baseband unit (BBU) and the AAU
— in 4G terms, the AAU is the remote radio unit (RRU) plus antenna. The role
of the BBU is to handle baseband digital signal processing, while the AAU
converts the baseband digital signal into an analog signal, and then
modulates it into a high-frequency radio signal. 

How much power does a 5G station use?

The power consumption of a single 5G station is 2.5 to 3.5 times higher than
that of a single 4G station. The main factor behind this increase in 5G power
consumption is the high power usage of the active antenna unit (AAU). Under
a full workload, a single station uses nearly 3700W. 

Why does 5G use more power than 4G?

The data here all comes from operators on the front lines, and we can draw
the following valuable conclusions: The power consumption of a single 5G
station is 2.5 to 3.5 times higher than that of a single 4G station. The main
factor behind this increase in 5G power consumption is the high power usage
of the active antenna unit (AAU). 

Should a 5G power amplifier be combined with a power amplifier?

For 5G, infrastructure OEMs are considering combining the radio, power
amplifier and associated signal processing circuits with the passive antenna
array in active antenna units (AAU). While AAUs improve performance and
simplify installation, they also require the power supply to share a heatsink
with the power amplifier for cooling. 

What is a 5G baseband unit (BBU)?

Baseband Unit (BBU): The baseband unit processes digital signals and
manages the overall communication with the core network. In some 5G
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architectures, the BBU is separated from the RF frontend, leading to a Cloud
RAN (C-RAN) or virtualized RAN (vRAN) deployment. 

What is the difference between 4G and 5G?

According to the principle of mobile communication, the transmission distance
and frequency of the signal are inversely proportional when the power ratio of
receiving and transmitting is constant. The frequencies of 4G base stations
are generally from 2.3GHz to 2.6GHz, and the frequencies of 5G high-
frequency base stations are above 28GHz.
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Guard band protection for
coexistence of 5G base
stations ...

Dec 1, 2023 · In this paper, the
coexistence between fifth generation
(5G) network and fixed satellite service
(FSS) is investigated. To reduce the
interference between 5G base stations ...

  

Energy Management of Base
Station in 5G and B5G:
Revisited

Apr 19, 2024 · The popularity of 5G
enabled services are gaining momentum
across the globe. It is not only about the
high data rate offered by the 5G but also
its capability to accommodate ...
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